Listing of the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 

claims in the application. Please note that claims 1 and 1 1 are being amended. 

1 . (Amended) A piece of luggage comprising: 

a housing defining a compartment for storing objects, said housing defining a 
closable opening for inserting and removing said objects, said housing containing only 
[being comprised of] a sjngle fabric layer, the single fabric layer being [consisting 

essentially of] a woven fabric; 

a chemical composition applied to said fabric, said chemical composition 
being incorporated into said fabric such that said fabric has an abrasion resistance that is 
at least twice the abrasion resistance of the woven fabric not treated with the chemical 
composition. 

2. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 , wherein said woven 
fabric is made from multifilament yarns, said yarns comprising nylon. 

3. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 , wherein said woven 
fabric is made from yarns having a denier of from about 1 000 to about 1400. 

4. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 3, wherein said woven 
fabric has from about 40 to about 45 ends per inch and from about 36 to about 46 picks 
per inch. 

5. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 , wherein said woven 
fabric treated with said chemical composition has an abrasion resistance of at least 4000 
cycles. 

6. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 , wherein said woven 
fabric treated with said chemical composition has an abrasion resistance of at least 6000 
cycles. 

7. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 , wherein said woven 
fabric treated with said chemical composition has an abrasion resistance of at least 8000 
cycles. 

8. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 , wherein said woven 
fabric has a basis weight of from about 10 to about 15 ounces per square yard. 
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9. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 , wherein said woven 

fabric has a basket weave. 

10. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 , wherein sa.d chem.cal 
composition comprises a fluorocarbon polymer composition. 

11 (Amended) A piece of luggage comprising: 

a housing defining a compartment for storing objects, said housing defining a 
closable opening for inserting and removing said objects, said housing co^ms^ 
[being comprised ofj a single fabric layer, the sin qle fabric layer being [consists 
essentially of] a woven fabric, said woven fabric being made from multifilament nylon 
yarns, said yarns having a denier of from about 800 to about 1400; and 

a chemical composition applied to said woven fabric, said chemical 
composition being incorporated into said fabric such that said fabric has an abrasion 
resistance that is at least twice the abrasion resistance of the woven fabric not treated w,th 

the chemical composition. 

12 (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein sa.d woven 
fabric treated with said chemical composition has an abrasion resistance of at least 4000 
cvcles 

13 (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein said woven 
fabric treated with said chemical composition has an abrasion resistance of at least 6000 

cycles. 

14 (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 11, wherein said woven 
fabric treated with said chemical composition has an abrasion resistance of at least 8000 

cycles. 

15 (Original) Apieceof luggage as defined in claim 11, wherein said woven 
fabric has from about 40 to about 45 ends per inch and from about 36 to about 46 picks 

per inch. 

16. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein sa.d woven 

fabric has a basket weave. 

1 7 . (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein said chem.cal 
composition comprises a fluorocarbon polymer composition. 
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18. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 17, wherein said chemical 
composition further comprises an emulsifier and a drying agent. 

1 9. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein said 
multifilament yarns have a denier of from about 1 050 to about 1 260. 

20. (Original) A piece of luggage as defined in claim 1 1 , further comprising a 
water barrier applied to a surface of said woven fabric opposite said chemical composition, 
said water barrier comprising a material selected from the group consisting of 
polyurethanes and urethanes. 
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REMARKS 

,„ view of the following remaps. reconsideration and allowance of claims 1-20, 
such as a durable wafer resistant composition. The present inventors 

dpscribed in the present application, claims land 11 have now oe 
l^e^ 

specificaton wilh particular reference to Figure 2. Further, the Examiners attenfon s also 

,n haec verba" in order for the specification to satisfy al, of the requ.remen s of 36 USX. 

12 Lead the disclosure need only reasonably convey to persons s«ed ,n the art 
Lau'h " tor or inventors had possession of the subject matter in question. From 
Telw^eapplication, there can be no question that the claims as now amended are 
supported by the specification as filed. 
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As now amended, claims 1 and 1 1 exclude the use of fabric composites ,n 
constructing the luggage of the present invention.' In fact, one of the advantages to the 
present invention is the ability to significantly improve the abrasion resistance of fabncs 
without the necessity of having to use multiple layers of dWerent fabrics. Further since me 
durable water resistant composition also makes the fabric water resistant, other fabnc 
layers are also not needed in order to provide luggage arBcles having water resistant 
properties. 

in the office action, claims 1-17 and 19 were rejected as being unpatentable over 
Stahle.etaL (US 5,187,005) in view of Hamis^iaL (US 5,674,951). As admitted in a 
previous office action, SJahle^taL fail to disclose that a chemical composition doubled the 
abrasion resistance of the woven fabric, that the woven fabric has about 36 to about 46 
picKs per inch and a basis weigh, from about 10 to about 15 oz/yd*. and that the chem,cal 
composition comprises a fluorocarbon polymer composition. 

Stable et al. is specifically directed to the use of a febric^omposite made from non- 
woven webs and woven fabrics. As stated in column 2, starting at line 64, SJahle^etaL 
teach mat the use of a spunbcnd non-woven web in conjunction with other fabric layers 
replaces the typical water-proof coatings applied to luggage fabrics. Further, as stated ,n 
column 12, starting at line 5, the spunbond non-woven web provides resistance to yam 
ravel when used in the construction of softside luggage. 

As stated above, Stehle^eLaL was combined wrth Harqis.etal. in rejecting claims 1 
and 1 1 In the Field of Invention section, Hargis^taL explain that their invention relates to 
a storage stable, heat curable, urethane composition which is useful as a low fnction 
coating especially for elastomeric substrates such as vehicle glass run channel, door 
seals and belt strips. Column 1, Lines 10-15. Ha JB is l etaL is mainly directed to urethane 
coating compositions which use as a portion thereof oxetane polymers having highly 
fluorinated side chains. Column 1, Lines 39^3. The preferred use is on glass run 
channels from ethylene-propylene-diene polymers where the coating allows automotive 

! and U have been ftmhe, amended to state to <£*£$^^glSt£Z and Wude'dte use of oth«, 

fabric (see claim 20). 



19 . 22 The only mention of the chemical «,mpos,t,on d,sclosed by Hajsrs^taL 
luggage m combination with Hargjs i eLaL 

p nr « - - - ~ no— or 

Furtner, m W daimed |nventlon . 

used (mentioned once) in the construction of luggage. Th re , "° wil, a 

^e^reterence^atbyapplyingthe coating '^£^->»<*» 
oarticular woven fabric double its abrasion resistance. At the very moA 
r^3nd^P-ea ;= 
combination, therefore, in no way rises to a Pnma Face case 

— nrr rr ~- . — 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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DORITY & MANNING, PA 

P.O. Box 1449 
Greenville, SC 29602 
(864) 271-1592 
(864) 233-7342 
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